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Namban Art in Japanese Museum Collections
BANEYREIFRT AEEHIL Y>3V ICHT 3HE

For almost a century, since the arrival of the
Portuguese to Japan in 1543 until their final
expulsion in 1639, a new kind of European-
influenced, exotic culture flourished in
Nagasaki, called “Namban Culture” ( 7 % 3¢
{t). The presence of the Southern Europeans
in Japan instigated a new wave of artistic
production with hybrid characteristics,
where Western aesthetics merged with the
Eastern arts in a unique, “made in Japan”
symbiosis. Jesuit artist Giovanni Niccolo was
brought in to teach European arts to Japanese
students, producing groups of paintings that
blend nihonga techniques with Western oil
painting; Kyoto workshops mass-produced
lacquered objects to respond to the European
clientele demand, while the Japanese nobility
developed a taste for exoticism and ordered
art works depicting European figures.
Paintings, lacquered objects, pottery, metal
works and others, with Western designs or
exotic decorations that were produced during
this period of cultural interchange that lasted
through the Momoyama period until the
early years of Edo period, are commonly
designated in literature as “Namban Art” ( &
AR ).

As surviving testimonies of the first
contact between Europe and Japan, Namban
Art is a theme that fascinates both scholars
and collectors around the world; in 2011, a
pair of Namban folding screens attributed
to Kano Naizen ( ¥ ¥ H &, 1570 - 1616)

was sold in Christie’s New York auction
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house for the unprecedented record price
of 4,786,500 US dollars. However, although
lots with Namban art works have a popular
presence in the international auction
market, examples in Western museums are
relatively scarce and scattered. And while
much research on Namban art has been
published in Europe and in the U.S. since
the 1980s, there is still a considerable lack of
information regarding the extent of Namban
art collections in Japan.

This research aims to answer that lack of
information by providing a comprehensive
catalogue listing of Namban artworks in
Japanese museum collections. To accomplish
this, inventory cards in both English and
Japanese languages were made for each
Namban art object in a museum collection
in Japan. In conjunction with the catalogue,
this research also reevaluates the definition
of Namban art in literature and discusses
the different categories and classifications
of Namban art objects; the artistic groups
of Namban painting, Namban lacquer and
other Namban decorative arts are explained
with examples of their typological diversity
in Japanese museum collections, and the
ambiguous classification of hidden Christian
relics (BRNFV > % Y ) is examined.
Additionally, this research also reviews
the pioneering role of famous art collector
Hajime Ikenaga (it & i, 1891 - 1955) in
elevating the status of Namban art objects

in the art market; characterizes the main

Replica of a pair of Namban folding screens attributed to Kano Naizen at the entrance hall of the Kobe City Museum
(taken by the author on May 5th, 2015)
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museum collections, and also provides some
observations about Namban art exhibitions
in Japan.

The Namban art collections of the Kobe
City Museum ( #f 7 i 37 1# ¥ £ ), which
resulted from a municipal integration of
the art collection of the former Ikenaga Art
Museum ( i £ 32 ffi £ ), founded in 1940,
and the Namban Bunkakan in Osaka ( kX
B - ragsZ{Lss ), founded in 1968 by Yoshird
Kitamura ( 4t &f 75 B ), are the biggest
museum collections of Namban art in
Japan. The composition of their collections
is quite different, however. Due to Hajime
Ikenaga’s preference for paintings, the Kobe
City Museum collection is best known for
their considerable number of rare Namban
paintings, among which is the famous
portrait of Saint Francis Xavier (27 5 >
A3« YU ¢ T)U14). The collection of the
Namban Bunkakan, on the other hand, is
more focused on Namban decorative arts
and hidden Christian relics, built with a
more archeological approach than Ikenagas.

With two hundred and eighty seven
inventory cards cataloguing art works from
forty seven different collections, this research
can serve as a visual guideline to anyone
interested in the subject of Namban art. Not
only the number of museum collections
with Namban art objects in Japan alone
may be close to the number of museum
collections in the entire Western world, but
the variety of objects is richer and unrivaled.
Nevertheless, there were some identification
issues regarding the production origin of
16th — 17th century Christian paintings that
should be addressed in the future, and as
such this catalogue might not be complete.
Future researchers are also recommended
to continue the inventory of Namban art
in Buddhist temples, Shinto shrines and

Christian churches in Japan.

KIE - BBFOEA D EHTHE

a5 [B{L=EH]

1920FERK 7 7V AEMARDHMHAEDL S IEA S WD

Writer #JIl =F NAKAGAWA Michiyo
BEEERE MW SMFERE2F

KIEARIAD & BERIFIAC 0 TR, (LBTEEE
REMBRERZBEEE L T\ HILEMH
&, FIRRC ATIRE TRLERM ZFTL T\,
CNRFAIHDEHREETH B & LB, 73V
RO L R — FEORBN. B EEMFHRR
IC KB, BHETORESMENGE, BiR
U Qe SATE AR UTe, 1 =— 2757
FETEHo T, HFFT TICEMMEEED TR
ZEffL, TADRI, 7 MV x) x BICi3rrEsE
SOV TDFEFLEZ L, fFMEELEHEIN
Tz ARETIE. TNEOHEEEE T
B> 7z TEALE) OREOZISMNCT %,
FEALZEARD &, 192547 A5 1928 46 A
Y2 3EMIT 36 BRITE NIz, 7 SICBEE
Nz TAFEOMG] Ik B &, [—DId =i
RO R B EDTsh, —DIXEMHBICEFEST
%) TERENELT. THAREALE L wHE
DFEFICBIL T, HOBBROE K b, RUHE
DHEECRZS L LTWE] ODTH-oTz,
ROV A & Ad & O —E D RkE L AT
FER 6 X—=VTE o e IMREEICR— I Bz 1>
L. 20 5 B3 FAIAR 33 X—=D Lixo 7z,
BT LICEHART B ONAIHROHIMEER 2 A )V
T, HEEDOR—VFEBL, BILOBLR—Y
FEEMROEN Tz, AR BRDOFICTIEIE
THNBIETOERRKIET T > X LM TS
(REVUE de L'ART) 7z /zffiZixt Dz >
oo MHEME 1T, fIREEL D &l7Z o7z,
[FREMROEREERN 7505 A0 mhl
B IR TeMREBITHBA TS REE ST @&
B ANz B LU ke 75 ATERL
tDbLdH T, 28 50 5IRREGROIEME
B LI, fEENEN NI B O AT XK
STno T, HRFDOEMMAADIEMEEIFHA
AZEMRDOE D REGZDITH U, FEEEANSE
KOVERDFRE D TEALEM] BT > Tz,
BTN S LIE S < O, /SUTEEDHBEFRIC
K57 b TR DERER S N, (R
TEZRFHC, 7 MY T TOMEROEHRE, K
DIYY— RERE VRV Z—Y 2 BOFE
MTH2, (FREFBDHMIC—HEAH LT
OEMIFFEBICHET 5, HREMHOIER LM
TRITHRIR N e, RFEDBRT T 2 AMER

OHEFETH B T L g HIRAT Tz, 3R,
EERDOT ATV, bV, TV TIx¥ .
7=ay b, aRX—)b, Iy RV T
DR (BRHERNE ) B—2 2 BRIROA—1 T,
N)F =), T=VTI, A T=NVEEEE
Thb, Zf, HAROEMMEICIE ) G2
TERRD & D addd b o fe b, /RUTEEER L
DXt EERI I DR,

TEALEMTD TlE U a VHEERIEILER D
ERARBNTRE, 7TV AEMADZ 2 — R id—
BLUCTEEREI N, AFPEFERZIC. (REVUE
de L'ART) #iEEDOEMLERDOT Y FL 7
Yay e, EfFERRTH D EHITNFIS - #
ERTEHBF X X—T « AFADNERT S
i EoTe. YR 7T Y ANDEFERFEIHIF
WHTE LMo Tz,

AFICHEEE 1 ETaFANELTL
Fo, HhARIGERE LYY H—)b, b
Vo, VA —FOESEENMAEMER E NI
Ll FE ol Rbo TEMMARTT A —T
ALDUFIEHTE DB IVA - Tr—T 1)
KXo TA—=F, BXVOEFRD, Fav -
R— bV REOHIE T % BESOFMMER S
Nizo Tz TEREZEMGERE ) LB ESEMNH R
REDEELH T,

FHEE (LW TV), BT (&
WL & ELS L), TRHER (BHETAH) 5
HANCE S, 75 A5G, (F5G. (R
IS T, FEEICE N0, THhHT 2
R LRHIGRAE L E UIZEIR, YEEOHH
K. WAFKZE, 50 ADLEICE KA,

TEALZED 137 5 > AEMR O s#hia &
AN L. AFREEORAE B BHIE K, HEMEN
BHofco KIE-HHMOBED 3 R, THILZEM)
& ISR « EEAEFEBAADT L EMEL
RICLMNTEZEZ T2 THS S,

AR

IBL=M) 9 BS&RM. 192653 B85

IFELED 25 58R 19277 /A5

s/ —F — FII=FR

33




ME/ -k
EIVF 1

FL®IC

R, BT 0 THRIE AFELT 47
LRED) DEIFEEOREICDOVT, AEOE
HTHBEAART LEDREBRIEZIICHS MY
T EZENE LTV,

A AT L OBFRMEZNCEREEZ L 5%
%NS FEMEE, AEHDENT 4 T TOHE
FEREBRICE DN TV %, BXEEDTIHTO
HERBE, BELREZES LOLEoTem
Zhid, RO L DEMBEDOHENENT 1T
ICBFBRNEAER L TWiahs/zc bick b
EEZBNT, FLT, BT« TICBIF B3
B OMLRITE, FRBE 2 FH T HEERE
LTEFHNE BRI HERZE DA AT LEN
DFBMHELTNEOTERVN, TOEMK
MR BEGRELMNCT BT EId, A AT LA
SIS U 72 B E OIRICE DM B DT
B LB, FHICHEHEEREICBI S
T & FERICHS A E T A AT L EHiBE
& OBAGRMEZHES> TE T2,

A1 R7 LIHFRD
EMBEZHCIRBOSHKRNE

¥ ARATLZEBELT D, HDVIELAY
L (A RT LB DEROKYEZ EDEES
BEA VWAL, REZHIEHICH U7 EHRE
F (Wb BA AT LEMOEELE) WMib
NTVBDIT TR, TRELTWBRD T,
PEPED M E 2 R Lz & BN B IERH

c BEAELODERTH S, Lo TA AT
L& EEE & OBIRM &0 S Bl X 20
DWW, Tl T4 RS LEDS FEifizs
S Lo leb D TEEL TAY - 8iRE
DREIE] LWV S RBENERZ KD TAEETHED

Ml ARASZvy -t ri—
(BT« 7 -E8<—L

Writer H&m E£5E

THMEOMNFEMBETEA AT A

MINOWA Kanae

BIRIERE EMBR =MFREIFE

N5 EMEkIZZN o7,

A AT LEFIC BT 5 \YodhP o BN s
FKIRADZEL VS RS, — RIS IR <
ENTNRIEA D, ZDFTRIMIEHRIT—F
VENT 4 —X (AEELNYY FOSTTER)
ChdLWVWbNsH, ERICIIHE—DEMRND
DI TIEIR Ko T ZDRIED SHRLE T,
SRR - I - E 2 ANDEMLOMEIC K > T4
IKRIREN TV S, THUIBABHRBICBNTE
[T, EEOEICHIT B0 DO DR FEE]
ZREWIIIC RTHD L. AW - BB 2 s
TETEEML L BERHEZRLETE
LEET, RBLSFEL TR EDDN D, Z
U CZOREHRILE, Mezd] Lo
BRiRE 00, BHRERRAMBILZ R Uiz L TR
FEZHW L TVWBEDETHRATHD, FFED
Hitl R ENC B B —E D ST - I &>
TR R E NIz,

KT, LAY LDTFEET=HIC K2 HRH
FKHIZDWTE, [T — FoBHn LEERD
REIOL Y a v (Fyatb- 77—y -7
F—=vayeT—=hA7 [T=U v —FARN
EAN] FrED) ICEDWTHRE L TWS, Thid,
YOITIETRATVIRE, hERERLE L
Te A AT LFEE 12 HEN 58D 5 NTEF 109
ROREEREETHD, TOT—X L2 TOME
mIC AN E 2 B EDTH BN, TDHH
AP - B OB T 1z 8 EZ 5N DIKE
N4 OB TH> 2o

DX, N - FRT L WS AIEICH >
THBRLTHTE, 4 AT LHROEMEE
HSBFEMEETLERETHD, —DDORINTY
TREHENZNEDIRDTH %,

ENTA4TD
XifhYF27L0KELEE
TREIVT 1 TDRE. AW - BERORL
LVo RIS &, A AT L EENRE LD
BRI £ DL 3 ICEN TV B DS 50
BIVT 1 T T FAEROF 2 Fb - Y
Fa5L (REH—-OHERLD MEASNL
1984 4EIC A & L TOEIMMhE > To 2
D 1984 FEROFEM AV F 2 T LIS K> TRE

NIAADOEMBE G, FEIVEN - 7230
EMBEBE. TIVT 1 7 OIEHANER S
FUOZNCHD S EMAHEB L WMHET 51K
Thole, WiEE. FEHEOEMAEICHNRT S
M EEHnER ] NERERBEFOBRE D
FEOEBRRE (A5—YakE b3 €
BT 0= 7 JNE) BEROER LV foslc,
BEE, EMPEIRREERREEY 2N
TARKRIIETE UL D FEMAEBENDIEH &1 o 72
RrIcRET T e TED, LT AH, 2001 4
ICEMA) F 2T LNSRETENT T LT B/f
HIETE DFENC K > TRISUE - (GBI Z2 1%
YD LWV T RENG 2 1ED, WIRIICIER
R EMBAEDERNL T EINDE Loz
ZEAVE Ulze TAUCIE, 1980 ERLIEDZE
IRREFERICHE S . B ROETEKER L2
REEIROFAZ EIC K> T, REFICBIS
(CARAETE DREDNE D W TS T2 & B
HBLTHE0E LNEV,

—77 FRED & S B2 S Tl A Y F 2
FLOHT, A AT LOELIHEIC T 2 EH
FHFEEALTRET BT LIFTERV ENVT o
TOEMAY F 2T LIE, M ORNEDEE
HEL VS TAE DTN RENTNE N, A
AT LD REEENE T —F (BHESD]
TT—< & Uiz EICBON TS, £z,
AR OERBVEE LM RENTY
B0, FTOBROEEEEZ ENHRENTVS
DIFTHLIE,

DEDENT 4 T DOENBFIE, HlELLT
. FRERES ED TREOSLHREE & O
b b NEL, M1 2T LiEEE Rk &
IS EMBEDERINIOGEIRE N TE 2. L»
SEMELDENZ B,

AR LEXEMBEZ2LCHD

COXIEFEMA)F 2T LT D, LAY
LTHhZHG b OBERBOEEZHEND D
7ed, FEHMO/NERICBNTT =)V R T —2
ZEMELTz 201449 A~ 10 A)., #ffiizb
OERHEZBST D, MUTEMAYF2T L
ICHI> 26 DTHD ., fM5ART LICEKRT %
FHRIECTWARNWKSICRZT BN, LT

X2 FEBARD—DTHZVITT + AV—)L

AW, Hififeb & TEICHNGEZERTHS L.
AV F 2T NMTED BN EIEHO M T M
BEAATLENMECEENION, HHH
ORI ERFRICE > T A AT LICEDW
EEMTONTVDEWVWIEEND DT LN
Mo TETz,

ZO—DiF. \WERETEBO, —A—A
DF L& DOFHBUED < RBIDOMROE /71
JECTe, BRRICA SIS TH 5. FEW
BTHB2DD/INERDELEBICBNTE, 5
M ORI B AR 57 LD —E
BIFIET % T EMERENTZD, ZDX D AF
BTt LT Bz Bld THOEE 2 ST 5 )
BRETLRLUIEER (M3) 2595, Lo
TR TZERICHE T TWEDIREWV S, £z,
—HO/INHERONMEBET B DETE. BO
BUGEHICHE T2 AIIC K BB ICRDE,
MHEE CBLTHi<) v oiegs —fbTh

B4 TZR)\wAaIVT] OFEX (4 2F)
BRI THHELEDRBD, 7V I —IKE > TERADRBEE N ENDERE & RBUCEDL 2

TV,

ZLTES =D, —RIERANEEDNS
FCA AT LEDBEBERBL, Thb 3%
BB 2O 5 2 & CHREICHEZ 5 2 %
LN, ATz bORARTCZHEHRTH 5,
ZHUE, BRI LTUERBHh] L0511 R
Z LOBZIEEDNTHM 2 BRIA L TIFz
15, JVU—7 4 7 h— RZ2HllEd 28 L
AV L EUTOIUEFE (A AT LOBRE 7y
YI—L+T7I47 L] ODELVWEVAERE)
ZTELLEBICEEL THEME S, LAY LT
SNE MHEHKBY DITAZEZENDEFENCE
DAND, HE LV REERRICEN TV S,
o, WHRAT v I— (W) Ick->TAEES N
7o T ENDIRR L R R Te I B 2 T
ALEHAZTITS, LwolkigEtiEbhniz (K
4)o TNBIEF, BICA XT LEENEEICISH
LTWaEns &0, EBHEZELEARX

T LK) ERITVETEVABES D,

Fe¥H
FEREMERIEMBEE OO R, BED
W SULHEBNE A DDH D LWV D HT, B
T 7 DOEMAE S FEOME N E Wi
LDTH B LIFBRLUED, LML, SEETE
Uiz TEBE 2B LIeA AT LOEE] 1.
EBIVT o T OSUCHIRFEICRE DV I B E O
—DOHYFERDIFLZDTRIRNVIES SN,
ZLTZENE, TEREENTEIL S B AR
T L EEMAE L OBFREICEIDbNEY, A
T LIS AN U 7e EMBEMED T2 b DI T 75
EHZLRLTWE EERDDTH S,



Art Writing 25105
2016543H25H

B - R - ®IT
FRAFRAMSTRMRE
[l Sy R PR )

T305-8574
THEDIEHREE1-1-1
FRAFEMR

LATObTHF14Y K&
Eiv i BE (EDHRE)
(eE : BiR ER)



